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(1) On August 5, in the course of the day, Herr Greiser, President
of the Senate, taken aback by the Warsaw Government's sudden
determination to resist had hastily parried this with verbal assurances,
which he had promised to confirm in writing by Monday (August 7).
It had seemed for a moment as though the Danzig authorities were
going to seek a peaceful solution to the quarrel raised by the Free City
in respect of the Polish Customs inspectors.

The German Press itself, despite the biased character of its version
of the discussion last Saturday between the Free City authorities and
M. Chodacki, hinted that negotiations were about to begin between
Danzig and the Poles. The D.N.B. Agency's communique referred
to them.

In the note handed to M. Chodacki by the Senate on the 7th,
there is, however, no longer any question of negotiation, according
to our Consul in Danzig. In any case since August 9, no more
mention of it has been made in the German Press, which merely
proclaimed the need for a swift and thorough settlement of the dispute.
That same day it was announced that at a mass meeting of Danzigers
to be held on the evening of August 10, Herr Forster would speak
"in protest against the Polish threats."

It is difficult not to see in this decision the result of the interview
which the Danzig Gauleiter had with Herr Hitler at Berchtesgaden
on the 8th. The Czas article perhaps helped to suggest to the
Chancellor the idea of a strong and solemn protest by the Free City
against "Polish threats/' Actually the moment had come for the
Nazis to change their tactics. Their system had now come up against
the Warsaw Government's determination to resist "nibbling." It
was therefore necessary to come back to the method of intimidation,
but this time making out that they were the victims of intolerable
bullying and would be obliged to defend themselves by every means.

That will doubtless be the tenor of the speech which Herr Forster
is to deliver this evening in Danzig, a speech composed on Herr
Hitler's instructions and which official German circles have already
announced will be vehement in tone.

In striving thus to create an unbearable tension between Danzig
and Warsaw, and apparently seeking in this way to wreck all chances
of a friendly agreement between the two States, the rulers of the
Reich would seem, if we are to believe what we hear from well-
informed quarters, to be pursuing a well-defined aim: to get the
Senate to declare that it can no longer continue the talks with Poland
on its own and must ask the Reich to safeguard the interests of the
Free City within the scope of diplomatic action. The idea seems
to be to prepare the diplomatic abdication of Danzig in favour of the
Reich. In this way the differences between Danzig and Warsaw
would be transfonned into a direct conflict between Warsaw and
Berlin. This would be a procedure similar to that followed in the
Sudeten dispute, in which, at the decisive moment, the Reich took
Herr Henlein's place. Meanwhile the campaign of incitement against
Poland in the German Press has gone far beyond the legal quarrel
raised over Danzig.